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VALENTINE’S DAY RE-IMAGINED:
National Standing on the Side of Love Day

BRINGING LOVE TO LIFE

On February 14th, Unitarian Universalist congregations will join with those from many religious traditions across the nation to participate in National Standing on the Side of Love Day, a groundbreaking day of service, worship, faith outreach, and partnership with interfaith partners and community organizations in support of marginalized communities.  Under a shared banner of love, participants will demonstrate their commitment to confronting oppression wherever it exists in their own communities. 

In these uncertain economic, environmental, and political times, nothing could be more important than standing up for those whose voices are least heard.  We must reject turning inward and remember the most vulnerable and marginalized amongst us. On National Standing on the Side of Love Day, we proudly stand with those who are discriminated against because of who they are. We are boldly standing on the side of love in the face of fear.  
National Standing on the Side of Love Day is an innovative and unique day of action. Rather than uniting to pursue a single goal or influence a single target, people are committing to confront oppression in their own communities in whatever form it may take, whether it be marriage equality, immigration legislation, hiring practices, or anything else. These local events will bring to life the spirit of the Standing on the Side of Love (SSL) campaign, which promotes respect for the inherent worth and dignity of every human being.

WE BELIEVE:

· All people of faith know that love manifests in many forms.  On Valentine’s Day we celebrate its expression in our life—but we must also protect it in our civil laws, society, and for all people.

· Those in our communities who are most oppressed are in greatest need of our love, voice, and action.  Standing on the Side of Love Day is an opportunity to restore the voice of those who have lost their own.
· In all of the world’s religions, love is upheld as a central tenet.  We seek to harness this unifying and transformative power of love to stop oppression.
STANDING ON THE SIDE OF LOVE DAY EVENTS

· In Potsdam, New York, people from all over Northern New York will come together in support of equal treatment of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender (GLBT) people. State Assemblywoman Dede Scozzafaza, the only Republican state legislator to vote in favor of the recent New York state marriage equality bill, will speak at the event and take questions.
· In Ogden, Utah, the mayor and city council members have been invited to attend a worship service followed by a meeting. At the meeting, congregants will present draft ordinances they would like the city to adopt, such as protection against housing and employment discrimination. 
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