[image: image1.png]


                                                                                  [image: image2.jpg](7/LOVE





National Standing on the side of love month 2012

CREATING A COLLECTIVE VISION
BRINGING LOVE TO LIFE IN A COLLECTIVE VISION

From Martin Luther King, Jr. Day to Valentine’s Day, Unitarian Universalist congregations will engage in collective visioning and storytelling to generate a vision based on our deeply held values and dreams as part of 30 Days of Love: The Story of Us, The Story of Now.

Storytelling is central to who we are as humans.  Using stories we are able to convey both who we are as individuals, and who we are as a group, as a movement, and as a society.  Developing and sharing our own story, a story of self, gives individuals the power to convey what it is that motivates and inspires.   

When combined, these stories of self create a story of us that can be even more powerful as it connects individuals with a community with shared history, shared values, and shared vision.  Organizing is rooted in shared values and expressed in stories as public narrative.  Placed in the context of the present moment – with the Arab Spring and the Occupy Movement – these share values and public narrative give direction and force to our efforts. 

WE BELIEVE:

· Those in our communities who are most oppressed are in greatest need of our love, voice, and action.  Standing on the Side of Love Month honors, recognizes, and reinforces the voice of those who are working to overcome identity-based discrimination and oppression. 

· In all of the world’s religions, love is upheld as a central tenet.  We seek to harness this unifying and transformative power of love to stop oppression.

CREATE A COLLECTIVE VISION:

Public narrative is how we communicate our values through stories, bringing alive the motivation that is necessary for creating a better world. Through public narrative, we tell the story of why we are called to act and to lead. 

Public narrative has three elements:

· “STORY OF SELF” tells the values that move YOU to act—calls you to lead.

· “STORY OF US” tells the values embedded in our community calling us to collective action.
· “STORY OF NOW” tells the challenges to those values and clarifies why action must be taken NOW. The Story of Now also invites others to start taking specific action immediately.
Over the course of the Thirty Days of Love we look forward to the opportunity to work with individuals, communities, and congregations that are at the center of the Standing on the Side of Love campaign as we work to articulate our vision for a better world. 
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