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TALKING POINTS

NATIONAL STANDING ON THE SIDE OF LOVE MONTH 

· Standing on the Side of Love works toward an inclusive, beloved community where all are affirmed for their inherent dignity and worth.  

· During National Standing on the Side of Love Month, we are asking the participants and congregations that are at the center of the Standing on the Side of Love campaign to join us in a process of collective visioning and storytelling, which involves intentionally bringing people together to generate a positive vision based on our deeply held values and dreams. It is also about action planning so that we are prepared to actively work towards what we envision.
· In all of the world’s religions, love is upheld as a central tenet.  We seek to harness this unifying and transformative power of love to stop oppression.
· Love is the life force of families and the foundation of our communities.  From Martin Luther King Jr. Day to Valentine’s Day, we ask people around the country to consider how to embrace and express their love for those who may feel unloved and excluded.

· Those in our communities who are most oppressed are in greatest need of our love, voice, and action.  Standing on the Side of Love Month is an opportunity to restore the voice of those who have lost their own, and to honor courageous love that is all around us.
GENERAL CAMPAIGN

· Right now, both love and fear are rising up in our nation.  We stand on the side of love.  We want to harness love’s power to stop oppression, exclusion, and violence.

· Our local and national leaders have a responsibility to unify and advance our communities, not to divide us from our neighbors simply because of who we are.

· We are all connected.  We are called to love our neighbors and welcome the stranger.
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